Table of Contents

Foreword
Preface
Acknowledgements

1 Introduction

Aims
Setting the Scene
Equality
Religions: Judaism
Religions: Islam
Religions: Christianity
Four Examples
Religious Terrorism
Headscarves
Apartheid
The Holocaust

2 Human Rights: Origins and Definitions

Introduction

Early History

Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries
Nineteenth Century

Twentieth Century

The Theory of Rights

Issues in Human Rights

Conclusion

3 The Scope of Religion: Some Contemporary Views

Overview
Introduction: The Religious Sense of Humankind
Contemporary Spirituality

Imagination

Creativity

Superstition Today

xi
xiii

XV

-

ON VA HhWWaa

17
19

25

25
25
27
30
32
35
36
41

43

43
44
47
48
52
53



viii

Table of Contents

Search for Self

Gender, Sexuality and Nature
Play, Sport, Games and Adventure
Market-place

Mysticism: Religious and Secular
Death

Trends

Traditional Religions

The Question of Crigins
The Challenge of Religious Pluralism
Coping with Meaninglessness

Delineating the Interplay between Rights and Religion

ATypology
Maximalist

Judaism
Islam
Christianity
Sikhism
Buddhism
Hinduism

Minimalist

The Impact of Religious Symbolism in Europe: Wearing the Hijab and Burgha

Introduction
Motivations for Regulating Religious Clothing
The European Situation

France: French Secularism
United Kingdom - Best Practice Policies
Introduction

The Case of Shabina Begum v. Denbigh High School, Luton

The facts of the case
Arguments submitted on Miss Begum's behalf
The school’s arguments
The Court decision
The wider impact of the ruling
Public sector
Ireland
Italy
Norway: The Conflict of Rights
Sweden
Denmark
Belgium
Austria
Spain
The Netherlands
Turkey: Militant Secularism versus Political Islam
Germany: Regional Policies

Conclusion

57
58
62
65
68
70
70
72
72
75
77

81

81
84
84
84
85
86
86
86
87

93

93
94
95
95
99
99
99
100
101
101
102
103

107
108
108
109
110
111
112
112
112
113
115
117



Table of Contents

The Decline of Capital Punishment 121
Introduction 121
Scope 122
The Death Penalty in Judaism, Christianity and Islam 123
Judaism 123
Introduction 123
The abolition of capital punishment in rabbinic Judaism 123
The death penalty in Israel 124
Islam 128
Introduction 128
Premeditated murder 128
Fasad fil-ardh 129
The role of the victim’s family in the administration of justice 130
The Universal Islamic Declaration of Rights 131

Case study: Amina Lawal and the death penalty under Shari'ah law in
Nigeria 132
Nigeria's political background 132
A brief political history of religious human rights in Nigeria 132
Islam in Nigeria 133
Shari‘ah in Nigeria 134
The laws of hudud and zina under the Shari'ah 135
Amina Lawal: A case study 135
The application of zina laws in the mirror of human rights 136
The death penalty and the application of Shari'ah Law in Nigeria 137
Wider human rights issues 137
Conclusion 138
Christianity 139
Jesus’position on the death penalty 140
Early Christianity 141
Evolvement of the Christian teachings 141
Current position of mainstream Christian movements 142
The Roman Catholic Church 142
Anglican Church 144
Protestant Churches in the United States 145
Evangelical Churches in the United States 146
Conclusion 147
Child Executions 148
Overview 148
Child Executions in the International Legal Context 150
The United States 150
The legal position within the United States 151
The case of Stanford v. Kentucky 151

Execution of mentally retarded prisoners unconstitutional:

Atkins v. Virginia 151
Case Study: Glen McGinnis 152
Pakistan 152
Background 152
The judgment of December 6, 2004 153
The Future Qutlook 153
Religion and the Death Penalty: Conclusion 155

ix



X

Table of Contents

Religion for Rights: The Success of Establishing Rights through Religion

Gandhi and satyagraha

American Civil Rights

Endorsement of Rights by Religious Bodies

Active Involvement in Rights by Religious Organisations
Jewish
Muslim
Christian

Conclusion

The Rejection of Rights by Religion
The Changing Face of Religion
Religion and National Identity
Living in the Shadow of Terrorism
The Role of the Media

Hope

Appendices

Declaration by the United Nations, January 1, 1942
Universal Declaration of Human Rights — 1948
European Convention on Human Rights - 1950

McGill International Colloquium on Judaism and Human Rights: Declaration on

Judaism and Human Rights
The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam - 1990

An Autobiographical Sketch

Index

157

157
159
162
167
167
167
168

171

171
174
174
176
178
180

187

187
189
195

209
213

219

229



