Table of Contents

Foreword 4
Regional Overview: Do NHRIs Occupy a Safe or Precarious Space? 6
Southeast Asia

Burma: All the President’s Men 12
Indonesia: Lacking Effectiveness 25
Thailand: Protecting the State or the People? 34
Timor-Leste: Law and Practice Need Further Strengthening 45
South Asia

Afghanistan: Unfulfilled Promises, Undermined Commitments 76
Bangladesh: Institutional Commitment Needed 89
The Maldives: Between a Rock and a Hard Place 108
Nepal: Missing Its Members 123
Sri Lanka: Protecting Human Rights or the Government? 135
Northeast Asia

Hong Kong: Watchdog Institutions with Narrow Mandates 162
Japan: Government Opposes Establishing a National Institution 173
Mongolia: Selection Process Needed Fixing 182
South Korea: Silent and Inactive 195
Taiwan: Year of Turbulence 216




